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MR. RADENBERG: Today is November 8, 2001. 

I'm Paul Radenberg of the Fire Department of the 

City of New York. The time is now 0631 hours. 

Q. I'm conducting an interview with -- 

A. Christopher Attanasio, EMT-D, 5303, Battalion 
20, Division 2. 

Q. This interview is being conducted at EMS 
Battalion 20 regarding the events of September 11, 
2001. Christopher, start from when you were assigned 
to the job. 

A. We signed on to the KDT approximately about 
8:30. At approximately 8:48 or 8:50, the dispatcher 
came up and said I need whoever wants to go to the 
World Trade Center, I have something going on. Just 
switch to Citywide. So my partner and myself switched 
to Citywide with vehicle 85 and proceeded to go down to 
the World Trade Center. 

We took the FDR Drive south. There was a lot 
of traffic on the drive going south. We decided to get 
off on 96 Street, which would cut across to 2nd Avenue 
and we took 2nd Avenue all the way down. 

Upon arrival, towers one and two were both 
ablaze. The second plane had hit the second tower 


already. Both towers were totally engulfed. People 
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were jumping out of the buildings. There was airplane 
fuselage and landing gear around the site. Body parts, 
victims' remains on the floor. There were some 
injuries on the street. Some cars were on fire. 

I pulled over. I was directed to stage at 
Liberty and West, where I saw Captain DeShore, Chief 
Villani, my partner Roland Diaz, 03 John, Joey Fortez, 
and Mike Negron. Different agencies, voluntary 
agencies, ESU, Fire Department, Customs, Secret 
Service, Port Authority people, Hatzolah, and we were 
staging and Chief Villani had told us to get our 
equipment out of the vehicle because they were going to 
go into the first tower that was hit, because they were 
getting reports of casualties. 

So we proceeded to the ambulance, put on our 
turnout gear, helmet and turnout coat, and as we were 
taking the equipment out of the ambulance, the second 
tower -- the second tower, started to come down. As 
the tower was coming down, we ran. I ran, I guess it 
was west to the West Side Highway. The tower came 
down. I grabbed my partner, we ran. 

When the tower finally came down, there was a 
white cloud of smoke that hit us, knocked us to our 


feet. It was very hard to breathe. We inhaled a lot 
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of white powder, whatever it was, dust, concrete, 
whatever it was. 

After the building fell, I remember seeing 
Chief Pascale, her aide, her name is Immaculada, Gattas 
is her last name. I remember running with her. Total 
chaos from the scene. An ESU guy coming out covered 
from feet, head to toe, bleeding from his head. We 
treated him. People started just -- we were able to -- 
after the building fell we went back and rescued our 
ambulance. Vehicle 85, which had been struck with 
pieces of the building, had a broken left mirror, 
broken windshield, debris on it. We cleared it off. 

We went back to where they were staging by 
Battery City and we went back, I went back to the tower 
that had come down, but a gentleman from OEM, who is a 
black male, that's all I remember, a very big black 
male, he had told us that his boss was in the 
building. We proceeded to go back to the tower that 
was already down and when we pulled up, we saw burnt 
vehicles, fire balls, smoke, debris, dust, bodies. 

When we went in front of the tower, I 
remember a Chief saying on his bull horn, all Fire 
Department personnel, abandon your vehicles. I looked 


up, tower one was still burning, but tower two was 
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already down. I told my partner Roland Diaz, and I had 
another paramedic in the back, Darnowski, Steve 
Darnowski, was in the back of vehicle 85. As we looked 
around, we saw nobody. It was a ghost town, everybody 
had left. 

I put the vehicle in reverse, people started 
coming out of the woodwork. We had an injured firemen, 
we had a lady, a guy having a heart attack. We had 
another fireman with an avulsed face. We had some 
paraplegic lady that they had carried down, all the way 
down, and they left her on the street, but she wasn't 
injured. She just needed transportation out of the 
site. 

We had a total of 13 patients in the back of 
the ambulance, ranging from cuts and burns and scrapes 
and bruises, to some lady having -- she was having an 
MI, blunt trauma, a lot of people with difficulty 
breathing, so we notified the dispatcher. I was 3 Ida 
that day, that we had injuries in front of tower two 
and asked for direction on what hospital to go to. 

The dispatcher came back and replied take 
your patients to Columbia Presbyterian. I acknowledged 
and as I was leaving the site I picked up a rider, some 


gentleman that just wanted to get out of this. I put 
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him in the front of the bus. As we are going up the 
highway, as we are going up 9 West or whatever you want 
to call it, the patient's condition started getting 
worse in the back, the fireman, he was really bleeding 
now, So we diverted him over to hospital 19, which is 
St. Clare's. 

When we got there, we were met by several 
EMTs, who took very good care of us and took all the 
patients out. We restocked the bus and went back down 
to Ground Zero. We just went past Chelsea Piers. We 
had gotten a couple of more patients and took them to 
Beekman Hospital. Same thing, cuts, bruises, scrapes, 
respiratory problems. 

After coming out of Beekman Hospital, we 
reported to the Chelsea Piers. Basically that's the 
best of my knowledge that I can remember. 

Q. Okay. When you got down, coming down Second 
Avenue, when you got into the neighborhood of the Trade 
Center complex, do you remember what route you took to 
get to Liberty and West? 

A. Right. I definitely went right by City Hall, 
right where J and R Records is, and I cut across. I 
was following another EMS ambulance who knew Manhattan, 


because he was zipping in and out, so I was just 
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following him. I was directed when I came, I came all 
the way around, and I cut this way. 

Q. Again, down Church and Liberty? 

A. Church, and I guess I'm making a right on 
Liberty, and these are where the busses were, on this 
side. 

Q. Liberty and Washington roughly and the West 
Side Highway? 

A. Right, right. 

Q. Do you remember what the number on the 
vehicle you were following by any chance? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. There wasn't anybody following -- 

A. FDNY. 

Q. But it wasn't from Battalion 20? 

A Negative. 

Q. When you got to Liberty and West, you said 
you saw Captain DeShore. Chief Villani was down here? 

A. Yes, he was. 

Q. At the site? 

A. Yes, he was. 

Q. Do you remember seeing any other EMS 
personnel or officers down there? 


A. Officers, no. 
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Q. Any fire personnel, Fire Department personnel 
that you recognized? 

A. Joe Truocolla, he works 18 Charlie, tour 2. 
He got injured, I think he works out of Boston. 22. 


I'm not sure. Who else did I see down there. I can't 


remember. 
Q. Okay. 
A. I don't remember. I don't remember. Just my 


partner Roland Diaz, Joey Fortez I remember seeing. 
Mike Negron. Chief Pascale. Oh, Steve Pillar. I saw 


Steve Pillar too. 


Q. He is the ALS coordinator? 
A. Coordinator for Division 6. 
Q. Okay. When tower number two started coming 


down, you said you ran west across the West Side 


Highway? 

A. Right. 

Q. Do you remember where you wound up in that 
area? 


A. It was right before Battery City. It was 
right -- let's see -- I ran this way. We ran all the 
way. I couldn't tell you. I don't remember. I just 
-- it was -- I couldn't recognize anything, the wave 


of white. I couldn't see. I don't remember. 
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Q. Okay. 
A. I don't remember. 
Q. No problem. You said you had come back after 


the dust settled a little bit? 


A. We went back to get the ambulance. 

Q. To get your vehicle? 

A. Right. 

Q. Do you remember where you moved the vehicle 


to at that point? 

A. The vehicles were staged on Liberty, so we 
went to West Street, where I picked up that gentleman I 
told you. We went back, because he said, he worked for 
OEM. I remember that much. I remember that. We went 
back and I don't, you Know -- 

Q. You got out somewhere on to West Street, West 
Side Highway and then -- 

A. After getting the vehicles and going back to 
the downed tower and coming back I had proceeded north 
on West Street, on the West Side Highway. I know 
that's how I got to the hospital. 

Q. Okay. Do you remember approximately when you 
came out of St. Clare's the first trip? 

A. What time? 


Q. Do you remember approximately or do you know 
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at that point had the second tower -- 

A. Had fallen. 

Q. Tower one had come down? 

A. Tower one? To what I believe, I believe that 
while I was in the hospital, that's when the second 
tower fell. I wasn't there for the second tower. I 
had already picked up injuries from tower two, which 
was the first tower that fell. That's how I would have 
to believe it. Because I never saw the second tower 
fall. I never saw it. I only saw the first tower 
fall. 

Q. When you came back from St. Clare's back down 
to the site, did you come down the West Side Highway? 

A. I went all the way down the West Side Highway 
and I made a left. I just cut across and I was just 
following some emergency vehicles. I think it was ESU 
or Port Authority ESU, and I just went back and we just 


picked up some more patients. There were just patients 


everywhere. 
Q. Do you remember where in the area you got to? 
A. I think it was down as close as maybe Church 
and Rector, if that's possible. Maybe. We just -- we 


were getting flagged down by people and we were just 


piling them in the ambulance. There was no -- we 


14 
C. ATTANASIO 


weren't told. We were just coming back. As we were 
coming back down, I think I made a left and cut across 
somewhere, and we just started getting flagged by 
people walking that were covered in debris during the 
towers. 

Q. Okay. Any thoughts or comments you would 
like to add? 

A. Thoughts and comments? No, I was just -- I 
just -- you know. I have been through a lot of stuff 
in my own personal life, but I never seen anything like 
that. I ama Persian Gulf War veteran and I have never 
seen anything like this before in my life, and I still 
to this day can't believe it. I just can't believe it, 
that it happened. Basically that's all. 

MR. RADENBERG: Okay. Time is now 0644 
hours. The interview is concluded. Thank you 
Chris. Point of correction. This interview is 
conducted November 9, Friday. The time is 


correct. 


